SIN NO MORE 
THAT NOTHING WORSE BEFALL YOU; Sect 1

It’s very sobering for me when I look at the different attitudes of two men recorded in John’s Gospel. First, the man who had been ill for thirty eight years; the incident we read about at the pool called Bethzatha, in: Jh.5:1-16
Then, the man born blind, in: Jh.9:1-38
The first man did not believe, or know Jesus Christ, and went running to the Pharisees to get himself out of trouble with them.

The second got himself into trouble with the same people, because he did believe and know Jesus;

(1) Jh.9:30-34. The man answered the Pharisees saying, “This is a marvel! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God, and does his will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of one born blind. If this man were not of God, he could do nothing.” And they answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out.

Is our faith in our church, or our doctrines? 

(2) 2Tim.1:12 “I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher for this gospel; therefore I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know who I have believed --.”

Is the Word of God our altar of burnt offerings? 

(3) Heb.4:12-13 “The Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And before him no creature is hidden, but all are open and laid bare to the eyes of him with whom we have to deal.”

Are we prepared to do as Abraham did in Gen.22:1-14 when he was commanded to offer up his son Isaac, and in the process, discover the reality of God’s provision?

(4) Gen.22:14 “— on the mount of the Lord, it will be provided.”

Listen to the Spirit: 

(5) Jh.14:26 “The Councilor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have taught you.”

Open my eyes Lord:

(6)  Ps.119:18 “Open my eyes Lord that I may see wonderful things out of your Word.”

Enlarge my understanding: 

(7) Ps.119:32 “I will run in the way of your commandments, when you enlarge my understanding.”

If we lack wisdom: 

(8) Jas.1:5-8 “If anyone lacks wisdom, let him ask the God, who gives to all men generously, and without reproaching, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. Such a person must not suppose that a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways, will receive anything from the Lord.”

Do you trust man, or God? 

(9) Jer.17:5-8 “Cursed is the man who trusts in man; who makes flesh his arm, and whose heart turns away from the Lord. He is like a shrub planted in the desert, and will not see any good come. He will dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.

    But blessed is the man who trusts in the lord; whose trust is the Lord. He is like a tree planted by the water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves are remain green. It is not anxious in the year of drought, for it dies not cease to bear fruit.”

God’s anointing, our Teacher: 

(10) 1Jh.2:27 “The anointing which you received from him abides in you, and you have no need to have anyone teach you, for his anointing teaches you about all things, and what he teaches is true, and is not a lie; just as he has taught you, abide in him.”

(11) Is.30:20-21 “Though the Lord give you the bread of adversity, and the water of affliction, yet your teacher will not hide himself anymore, but your eyes shall see your Teacher, and your ears will hear a voice behind you saying, “This is the way,” whenever you turn to the right, or when you turn to the left.”

(12) Matt.23:8-10 “You are not to be called rabbi, for you have one Teacher, and you are all brethren. And call no one on earth father, for you have one Father, who is in heaven. Neither be called master, for you have one Master, the Christ.

Jesus must increase.  Everyone and everything else must decrease: 

(13) Jh.3:30 “He must increase, but I must decrease.”

(14) 1Jh.2:27 “The anointing which you received from him abides in you, and you have no need to have anyone teach you, for his anointing teaches you about all things, and what he teaches is true, and is not a lie; just as he has taught you, abide in him.”

Remove ourselves: 

(15) Jer.17:5-8 “Cursed is the man who trusts in man; who makes flesh his arm, and whose heart turns away from the Lord. He is like a shrub planted in the desert, and will not see any good come. He will dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.

    But blessed is the man who trusts in the lord; whose trust is the Lord. He is like a tree planted by the water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves are remain green. It is not anxious in the year of drought, for it dies not cease to bear fruit.”

(16) Pro.3:5-6 “Trust in “the Lord with all of your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will direct your paths.”
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(1) Pro.2:1-12 “If you receive my words, and treasure up my commandments with you, making your ear attentive to wisdom, and inclining your heart to understanding; yes, if you cru out for insight, and raise your voice for understanding, if you seek for it like silver, and search for it a for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God.

    For the Lord gives wisdom, and from his mouth comes knowledge and understanding; he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to those who walk in integrity, guarding the paths of justice, and preserving the way of his saints.

    Then you will understand righteousness, justice and equity, every good path; for wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; discretion will watch over you; understanding will guard you; delivering you from the way of evil, from men of perverted speech.”

Spirit leads into all truth: 

(2) Jh.16:13-14 “When the Spirit comes, he will guide you into all truth; for he will not speak of his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things which are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine, and declare it to you.”

Spirit directs our paths and steps: 

(3) Ps.37:23-24 “The steps of a man are from the Lord, and he establishes him in whom way he delights: though he fall, he will not be cast headlong, for the Lord is the stay of his hand.”

(4) Pro.3:7 “Do not be wise in your own eyes, but fear the Lord, and turn away from evil.”

Lord plucks our feet out of net: 

(5) Ps.91:3 “He will deliver you from the snare of the fowler, and from the deadly pestilence.”

(5) Ps.25:15 “My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for he will pluck my feet out of the net.”

Makes ground level: 

(7) Luk.3:5 “Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough way shall be made smooth.”

Is Word our most precious possession? 

(8) Ps.119:97-105 “O how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day. Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me. I have more understanding than all my teachers, for your testimonies are my mediation. I understand more than the aged, for I keep your precepts. I hold back my foot from every evil way, in order to keep your word. I do not turn aside from your ordinances, for you have taught me. How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! Through your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way. Your Word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.

Willing to get rid of all other possessions? 

(9) Matt.19:24 “It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” Read Matt.19:16-24
Flesh of Jesus: 

(10) Jh.1:1 “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

(11) Jh.6:48-56 Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate Manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread that came down from heaven that a man might eat of it and not die. I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world, is my flesh.

    The Jews disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, you have no life in you. He who eats my flesh, and drinks my blood, has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day; for my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He who eats my flesh, and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him.

(12) Jer.15:16 “Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy, and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your name, Lord God Almighty.”

Blood of Jesus: 

(13) Jh.6:60-63 Many disciples when the heard Jesus, said, “This is a hard saying, who can listen to it?” But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples murmured, said to them, “Do you take offense at this?” Then what if you were to see the Son of man ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh is of no avail; the words which I have spoken to you are spirit and life.”

(14) Matt.11:27 “All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son, and anyone to who the Son chooses to reveal him.”

Right answers before God:  

(15) Rom.14:10-12 “Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or why do you despise your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God! For it is written, “As I live says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” So, each of us will have to give an account of ourselves to God.”

Whose approval is most important to you? 

(16) Is.51:7 “Listen to me, you who know righteousness, the people in whose heart is my law; don’t fear the reproach of men, nor be dismayed at their revilings.”

(17) Is.51:12 “I am the one who comforts you; who are you that you are afraid of man who dies, and the son of man who is made like grass.”
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